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PRESIDENT'S 5 
Many, many years ago, as a high school student in a class of 22 students 
in the little farming town of Southington, Ohio, I leamed something 
about pride. I was not a good student, my grades were poor, I was inter-
ested in c,ars, motorcycles, hunting, and everything but academics. I did 
not like my teachers and I absolutely hated sitting in a classroom. While 
I despised school, it was my. school. I was proud of irry school, mv class  
ring, my school jacket, and my letter in track. Should anyone make a 
disparaging comment toward my school, I would be right in their face 
simply because it was my school! 

Over the years, I have, like many others, maintained pride in the orga-
nizations I have belonged to. It seems so normal that we show pride in 
our social clubs, our places of employment, our schools and colleges, 
and our Nation and communities. If we weren't proud, why would we 
belong to them? 

As a member of Top Cats, I maintain this same sense of pride and usu-
ally won't hesitate, albeit diplomatically, to confront someone who voic-
es inappropriate disrespect toward our Club. I am amazed when I hear 
our riding style referred to as " Just like following lemmings over a cliff ' 
or "That's why I don't wear the patch..." or "They ought to rename the 
Club the Lame Riders." From an outsider, you could assume that those 
comments would be motivated by jealously. From a Club member 
however, one would wonder just why the hell they remain a member... 

Can you imagine a sports teani with athletes making comments like 
that? How much confidence would you have in an airline if the pilots 
and crew talked that way about their company. How about your banker 
or your doctor or a member of your city council? 

Now, it isn't that I am overly sensitive about how our Club is perceived. 
What bothers me is the disrespect and lack of understanding that is 
directed to those folks who sacrifice their time and their effort to make 
our Club a safe and enjoyable venue for motorcycling. Our Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee conservatively c,ontribute 3a+ 
hours of their time a month toward Club activities. Our Safety 
Committee has expended untold hours in developing our course, 
researching and compiling the course outline, and presenting the course 
12 times since 1999. The riders who take on the challenge of our Fall 
Charity Ride spend hundreds of hours meeting, organizing, coordinat-
ing, soliciting and standing out in the sun on weekends selling tickets 
when they very well could be out riding. Our members serving on our 
Awards, Membership, Activities, Programs,ROAR, Web Site, Hotline, 
and Products committees, put in more time, and do a better job, than 
any club in the region. 

So, if you're the type of member who is too ashamed to wear the patch 
or pin or, you have a constant need to whine and direct negative com-
ments toward our Club, here's a tip...stop and think about how many 
members you smack in the face vvith comments like that . Then, either 
get involved to help improve things or...get lost and save yourself and 
every deserving member of Top Cats the hassle of listening to you. 

Let's roll, 

Traveler 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Fall Riding 
You can have all your riding seasons' 

weather in one day with fall riding. So be pre-
pared for cool mornings with damp or frosty 
road surfaces. Take lots of clothes in as many 
layers, as possible, so you can add and subtract 
clothing as required. This may help prevent 
you from experiencing hypothermia from the 
cold weather during your early morning or late 
evening riding. By mid day, it could be hot 
enough to be riding in a t-shirt where you are 
sweating and not even knowing it because your 
sweat is evaporating as you ride. Keep a light 
layer of clothing covering you and drink lots 
of liquids to prevent dehydration from exces-
sive heat. Before the sun sets, you could be 
experience a thundershower, so have that rain 
gear ready. 

Watch out for falling leaves, they hurt 
when they hit you and could easily cut or 
scratch you, if they make contact with you. 
We already heard so many times, before how 
slippery they can be whether they are wet or 
dry. They are more prevalent on those two 
lanes back roads, with large maple and oak 
trees overshadowing the road surfaces. 

My point is for fall riding be prepared 
for any kind of riding weather, any and all con-
ditions, because the one predictable thing 
about fall riding weather and conditions is that 
it is unpredictable. 
Ride Free! 
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AMERICA'S VIRST OOTOPCTCLE 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Wayne "Trawler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177(a aol.com ) 

Vice President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboand@fedex.com) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 
(tazman69er@netscape.net ) 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/3824269 
tcaman4@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  MIME: 18471 622-3501 e-mail: topcats mccrif hotImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: October 1, 2002 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (ifraccaro@luno.com) 	847/697-9607 

Advertising 	Bill Wilson (jwilson@banta.com) 	847/247-9540 

Membership 	Jenny Ori (jori100384@aol.com ) 	773/481-2285 
Charity Ride 	Craig & Linda Martens 	 847/362-5556 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@soLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Prminetv 

Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmail.com) 	815/459-2488 
Roar 
Website 
IIotline 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 	847/363-1542 

S 	t A 	Vine., (I'l ear 	(vin ent104@anl rnm) 	R47/418-4998_ 

Web site 
• 	t 	 • • 	K. 	I. . 	r 	..4. 	m 	 sa//639 4119 __C 

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

IRANIDY'S 

11—.11:iNMANTRIKES,IN'C. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	

GEORGE J. LAX 
HEATING 
	

CELL # (847)533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES' 
RE.SIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

RANDHURST 
SHOE REPAIR 

847-392-3028 

RANDHURST MALL 
MT. PROSPECT, IL 60056 

(ADJACENT TO CARSON'S) 

SPECIALEING IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  
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WI DO RENITA115  
(All rentals include unlimited milage) 

Type of Bike 
Sportster 
Shadow 1100 
Alpha 250* 

All HD Big Twins 
Sportster Trikes 
Volusia Trikes 

All Large Trikes 
Big Twin 	 175 $300 
Goldwing  
*pertnit required - includes escort to test facility 
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OCTOBER - DECEMBER 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR It's Not My Job! 

By John Lunde 

Many prefer to follow, some will contribute but 
only a few will lead! Thus is the dynamics of any large 
group and the Top Cats are not immune to this either. 
Our President, Traveler has made numerous comments 
regarding the need for participation in this club. 

Since I joined the Top Cats four years ago, the 
club has tripled its membership, expanded our charity 
efforts and now even provides safety courses. Our mem-
bership has requested timely information, unique 
rides/events as well as expanded social functions. We are 
a growing club with a greater diversity, which brings me 
to my point. We need your help! 

There are many places a person can contribute. 
You don't have to be an officer of the club to make an 
impact: 

9/29 TOP CATS 
Annual Fall Charity Ride 
8:00 AM Registration 
9:00 AM First Bike Out 
10:30 AM Last Bike Out 
1 - 3 PM Lunch 
Country Lakes Resort - Round Lake 

10/1 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant 

- Algonquin, IL 
10/7 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM Lucia's - Buffalo Grove 
10/13 FALL COLORS RIDE 

9 AM Broken Oar Resturant 
10/13 DuKane ABATE Annual Toy Run 
10/15 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
10/17 BIKETOBERFEST 10/17-10/20 
10/19 GRASS Class 

2PM - 6PM Village Grill & Tavern - Buffalo Grove 
10/22 AWARDS COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM Famous Freddys' - Fox Lake 
10/29 SENIOR ROAD CAPTAIN MEETING 

7:30 PM O'Trainas - Waucanda 
11/5 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant 
- Algonquin, IL 

11/11 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM TBD 

11/19 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 

12/1 	TOYS FOR TOTS Annual Toy Run 
83rd & Western, Chicago 

12/3 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant 

- Algonquin, IL 
12/9 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM TBD 

For Updated Activities 
Information, Check 
WWW.TOPCATS.ORG  

frequently 

1) If yctu have taken the GRASS class, volun-
teer to lead a ride. It's much easier to create 
interest in the ride if you can associate it with a 
Road Captain. 

2) Ask the Charity Committee what you can do 
to help, be it a one-time task or an on-going 
commitment. 

3) Help with the Awards Committee; it's new 
ideas and hard work that make them successful. 

4) Submit an article to the ROAR (hint-hint); 
unique and varied contributions make this 
newsletter better for all to read. 

5) Now, if you see another area where you would 
like to participate, let someone know. There is 
no shortage of positions within our organization. 
You may have a skill we never knew we needed! 

If this club is not going in the direction you 
desire, get involved as opposed to criticizing from the 
sidelines. We are all business professionals who can rec-
ognize a problem; what we need are those who provide 
solutions. The world is filled with critics and cheerlead-
ers when there needs to be more players. Will you step 
up and make this a better club or just sit back and let 
someone else do it? 



Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 
2002 GENERAL MEETING 

Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick at 
Mandile's in Algonquin called the General 
Meeting for Top Cats Illinois to order on 
September 3, 2002. Guests present were Jeff 
Jones and Linda Decker introduced by Jim 
McRoy, Don Johnson and Leslie Sharp intro-
duced by Lori Hirshman, Jerry Conner, guest 
of Ken Glassman. 

The President's "5" minutes included a 
big Thanks to Ron Kostus for great Sunset 
Ride. He reminded everyone of the election 
process coming up. We need feedback from 
members on club activities and he assured 
everyone there is no "practical" on the 
G.R.A.S.S. just classroom info. Next class 
will be held Saturday, October 19th from 2:00 
P.M to 6:00 P.M. in Buffalo Grove. 

Jim Heniff passed out a questionnaire 
to members to be filled out and returned 
tonight on club activities and rides. 

Vice President George Lax is head of 
the Nominating Committee for the upcoming 
election with Ric Case, Ken Glassman and 
Roberta Arsenault as the Committee Members. 
Time frame is as follows: November 5th, 
nominations due, November 1 1 th, Board will 
approve the slate, December 3rd is the elec-
tion, December 9th is a joint meeting of new 
and outgoing Board Members. January 1st, 
new Board is in office. Nominations are need-
ed for President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary serving a one-year term and one 
Director serving a two-year term. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff stated the organi-
zation is solvent. Secretary Sandra Vernon 
reminded everyone to send her your updated 
information to keep the roster current. 
Activities Chairman 
John Fraccaro gave updates on future rides. 
Charity Ride is September 29th and volunteers 
are needed to help set up on Saturday the 28th. 
Call Craig Martens to volunteer. John asked if 
there is any interest in a Halloween Ride to let 
him know. Jim Haase will lead the Fall Color 
and Photo Ride on Sunday, October 13th. 
Bring your camera, there will be a rain date 
announced later. Breakfast at Broken Oar with 
a departure of 10:00 A.M. 

Janet Riddick displayed the Top Cats t-
shirts and encourages everyone to make sure 
they have one for the day of the Charity Ride. 
Ric Case awarded Ron Kostus his white Road 
Captain rocker. Congratulations, Ron! Ric's 
safety tip for tonight was to remind everyone 
there is limited traction on the wet leaves in 
the fall. Tuck your knees in, firm grip on han-
dlebars and keep your eyes straight ahead. 
Use no drastic moves to regain control. 
Remember G.R.A.S.S. class on Saturday, 
October 19th. As an additional safety tip 
tonight, Vince O'Leary suggested to everyone 
that you look for a way out in an accident sit-
uation. Sometimes that way may be to accel-
erate. Program your thought process to look 
for an escape route in any situation. 

Alicia Kumro and John Lunde are 
always in need of photographs for the website 
and ROAR. 

Jenny Ori welcomed new members 
Irwin Dammers and Ray Mullen to the meet-
ing. The Member Announcement tonight was 
from Bob Sgarlata regarding a charity event 
for the Cradle on September 12th. His band 
will be performing and Dick Butkus and Gale 
Sayers will be signing autographs. Roberta 
Arsenault asked everyone to be sure and pre-
register for the Charity Ride. 

50/50 of $100 was won by Bob Sgarlata 
and he donated it to the Charity Ride. 

Meeting Adjourned 



SEPTEMBER 2002 BOAREI MEETING MINUTES 
By Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order by President Wayne Kirkpatrick on September 9, 2002, with the following Board 
Members in attendance: George Lax, Jim Heniff, Sandra Vernon, Terry Kumro, Bard Boand, Jenny Ori, John Fraccaro, 
Ric Case and Rob Mann. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick reminded everyone to sign any articles submitted to ROAR. Unsigned pieces will not be printed. 
The dues structure for the upcoming year was voted upon and passed to remain the same. $75, Regular Member, $60, 
Associate Member, $130 for two Regular Members in the same household and $115 for one Regular Member and one 
Associate Member in the same household. A motion was also presented and passed that any new member who paid after 
October 1st would be paid thru the following year. 

The following were approved for membership: Linda Decker and William "Jeff' Jones, sponsored by Jim McRoy, Don 
Johnson and Leslie Sharp sponsored by Lori Hirshman. Bill Cramer and Ray Mullen were approved by e-mail from the 
Board. It was suggested that new members introduce themselves to Board Members at the following meeting. Renewal 
invoices will be put in ROAR. 

Rob Mann will call Jim Hudmon regarding the status of the Hotline number. Ric Case reminded everyone of G.R.A.S.S. 
on October 19th in Buffalo Grove, Senior Road Captain nominations are due by September 16th and there will be a meet-
ing at O'Traina's on October 29th to vote on the nominations. John Fraccaro stated the Rain Date for the Fall Color and 
Photo Ride led by Jim Haase will be October 20th. The Activities Committee will put together the first three months of 
the Riding Calendar for the new Board. The Award Banquet will be during this time. 

Ric Case, Roberta Arsenault, Ken Glassman, with George Lax as the Chairman, will form the Nominating Committee 
for upcoming elections. George encouraged members to step up and take an office. Treasurer Jim Heniff presented the 
Fourth Quarter Fiscal Report and it was approved. 

Meeting Adjourned. 
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THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 
JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 

Dekrlleivs 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

BANK FINANCING 
TRADE-INS WELCOME 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 
THE 

130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 



Custom &wing 
Patches. Zippers Znaps 

Custom Body jewelry 
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MOBILE DETAILII% 

WE COME TO YOU  

*Motorcycles* 	 *Cars* 
*Snowmobiles* 	 *Boats* 
*Trucks* 	*Planes* *And More* 

10°/0 of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @Lield Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  
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421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM HRH DAVIOSON  

41.\-1-"I" SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

47-17.1 
Custom Motorcycle 

Emporium 
www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 



Sunset Ride 
By Traveler 

After years of sunset rides, you would think that 
they can't possibly get better. The sun only sets 
one friggin way and that's down. Well, Ron 
Kostus didn't see it that way. Ron, with help from 
John Fraccaro, Jim Haase, and a few others, put 
together a great sunset ride to go after his Road 
Captain Rocker. 

About 40 riders and 30 bikes gathered at the 
Algonquin Road House to kick off the ride after 
Ron's briefing on the route and safety reminders. 
At a lieeesurely pace, (So we would hit the sunset 
at the right point at the right time) we rolled 
through the countryside for nearly 70 miles in 
super weather. Navigating through deer, dogs, do 
do, and debris, we were treated to a dazzling and 
breathtaking sunset. Breathtaking because the 
longer you looked at it, the closer you came to 
running off the road. 

Many enjoyable miles later, we arrived at our 
restaurant in St. Charles to enjoy an evening of 
dining and music on the patio overlooking a big 
creek, while we lied to each other about our riding 
experiences and our stellar riding skills. The ser-
vice was fast. The food came quickly. The music 
was low enough to carry on a normal conversa-
tion, and just in case you had alcohol with dinner, 
they made you wait to pay so the alcohol could 
wear off. 

This ride had the added enjoyment of riding with 
other member's guests. Guests become fellow 
riders, fellow riders become friends, and friends 
become Top Cats. After this ride, I wouldn't be 
surprised to see our membership increase. 

Now, Ron would have us believe that he led us 
along the entire route but, from the two spot, I 
could hear Vida giving explicit directions and pro-
fanity - free comments on his ability to out run the 
entire group. Our thanx to Ron for a well planned, 
safe, enjoyable ride and evening. Our congratula-
tions to Ron on his Road Captain achievement. 

Get it up!!! 
By Traveler 

Sorry, this ain't about Viagra. It's about that other embarrass-
ing moment...when you drop your bike. Getting it up is easy. 
No brag, just fact. Follow these steps and you'll be bragging 
at the bar about getting it up. But, before you even start, tend 
to yourself first. Be sure you aren't hurt and nothing is 
strained, sprained, torn, or broken. Wait until your are calm 
and the adrenaline has warn off. 

1. Make sure the fuel and engine are off. 

2. Put it in gear so it won't roll and tie the front brake lever to 
the grip with a belt or bandanna so the front wheel won't roll. 
Kickstand extended if on it's right side. 

3. Squat down, put your butt against the saddle and hold the 
left or right grip, whichever is closest to the ground. 

4. Locate your butt as low on the saddle as possible but where 
you can still push against it. 

5. Grab a sturdY part of the bike, below the saddle and close to 
your hips. Not the exhaust!! 

6. Keep your feet close together, knees bent with feet out in 
front of you. 

7. Pull the handlebar full lock toward the gas tank and keep 
your arms locked. 

8. Push your butt into the saddle and use your legs to walk 
backwards, taking short steps until the bike is upright. 

9. If you're not successful on the first try, wait, rest, and try 
again. 

10. Inspect the bike thoroughly for any damage such as 
cracked brake lever or shift lever,leaks, broken glass, damaged 
tires, bent brake or fuel lines, bent foot pegs, etc. Adjust your 
levers and mirrors. Make sure it is safe to ride. 

11. Check your personal safety gear (Leather, glasses, gloves, 
helmet and visor) for damage and relax and REST before start-
ing out again. Make sure your bike is safe, your gear is safe, 
and you are calm enough to ride safe. 

12. Be prepared for a lot of ribbing if you dropped it in front 
of any other riders. 

13. If nobody saw you drop it, make up a good story to explain 
the scratches like..."Yeah, that's where I hit a rhino in Africa" 
or simply..."Lightning strike." 
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Market Seat 

www.alligatorbob.com  

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 

DECEMBER MEETING 
By Jenny "Bluelight" Ori 

A complete year has come and gone leaving us 
anticipating the new and exciting year to come. 
During our December meeting we will be receiv-
ing finalmembership renewals for the upcoming 
year so please remember to bring your mem-
bership fee if you have not already paid; cash 
and checks are gladly accepted. We are looking 
forward to riding and spending time again with 
all you. . 

ROAD BITS 
By Iceman 

Are you in the market for a full-face helmet? 
RIDER magazine's July '02 issue, pages 66 thru 79, 
answers some of the basic questions during the 
introduction and then tests, in real world condi-
tions, thirteen helmets covering a price range from 
$99.95 to $533.95. Good information. 

America's Open Road, owned by member Ross 
Schliesmann, is hosting their second Open House of 
the year titled "Indian Summerfest". A two-hour 
ride to benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation will 
begin and end at America's Open Road on 
September 28th. 
Registration will begin at 9:00 A.M. with the first 
bike out at 11:00 A.M. Complimentary breakfast, 
lunch and refreshments will be included in the 
$15.00 donation. 

While you are there, check out the wild Orange 
County Choppers line of full customs now being 
offered along with the Victory and Indian motorcy-
cle brands. Call 847-368-0900 for further informa-
tion. 

Galena & Dubuque — Wilwert's, Inc. 
On the next trip you take out west, make a point of 
visiting this dealer. This mention in ROAR is my 
way of saying Thanks and recognizing a good 
motorcycle shop. 

Twenty miles west of Dubuque, I had an electrical 
failure. I called Wilwert's and 45 minutes later, 
they picked the bike up. The problem was the iden-
tified, a wire replaced and the bike was once again 
ready for the street. At the onset of Sturgis, they 
had a substantial work schedule, yet they gave me 
priority treatment at a very reasonable price. Nice 
people to deal with. 

If you haven't read Thunder Press in awhile, pick 
up a copy (it's FREE). What was primarily an East 
Coast event publication has now become a source of 
information extending to our neck of the woods 
(somewhat) as well as more expansive motorcycle 
coverage in general. 



AUGUST 2002 BOARD 
- MEETING MINUTES 

By Jim Heniff, Treasurer 

On August 12, 2002, the Board met at Enzo 
and Lucia's in Long Grove at 7:30 P.M. In 
attendance were Wayne Kirkpatrick, George 
Lax, Jim Heniff, Jim Krepel, Jenny Ori, and 
Ric Case. 

New members voted upon were R.W. Smith 
and Martha Smith, all requirements were met 
and the vote was unanimous in favor of mem-
bership. Irwin Dammers, presented by Ric 
Case, application was submitted and approved 
upon receipt of his dues. 

Ric Case stated 25 members have not 
attended the G.R.A.S.S. class. E-mail, phone 
and ROAR will be used to contact these mem-
bers and establish a convenient opportunity to 
attend class. 

Jim Krepel said the Progressive Dinner 
Ride has 53 members signed up to attend and 
Top Cats merchandise will be marketed more 
widely to the membership to reduce present 
stock. 

Jim Heniff, Treasurer presented the updat-
ed financials and it was approved by the 
Board. 
George 	Lax, 	Nominating 	Committee 
Chairman, stated the committee members 
would be announced at the September General 
Meeting. Nominations will be accepted during 
the month of October and nominees will be 
voted on by the membership in November. 

Meeting Adjourned. 

AUGUST 2002 GENERAL 
MEETING MINUTES 

Notes taken by George Lax, Written by Sandra Vernon 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick convened the 
meeting at 7:50 P.M. at Mandile's in 
Algonquin on July 30, 2002. Guests presented 
were as follows: Glen Swanson introduced by 
Sal Saccomanno, Ric Case sponsored Damien 

Shelton and Ray Mullen, and Wayne 
Kirkpatrick sponsored Penny and Ray I3urg. 

No guest speaker tonight. Treasury is sol-
vent per Jim Heniff, Treasurer. Safety tip 
tonight was on dehydration and heat exhaus-
tion. 

Directors and Committee Chairman gave 
the following updates: Jim "Taz" Krepel stat-
ed we still have t-shirts available and many 
small sizes. John Fraccaro gave details on the 
Progressive Dinner Ride on August 18th. Bard 
Boand updated Sturgis information and 
announced he will be leading a ride to Mt. 
Rushmore through Custer State Park, Terry 
Kumro will lead a ride through Spearfish 
Canyon, Rik Lowry will lead a ride to Hewlitt, 
Wyoming, and Devil's Tower. The Annual Top 
Cat Dinner will be held on Tuesday evening at 
the Alex Johnson. 

Member Announcements: FOR SALE - 
1994 Harley Davidson Softail with 700 miles - 
Contact Jordan Glazov for more details. Ron 
Kostus will be the Road Captain for the Sunset 
Ride on August 31st, leaving the Algonquin 
Road House at 6:30 P.M. and ending at 
Charley Fox's on the River in Batavia. The 
Around the Lake Ride was cancelled. Details 
to come on the Fall Colors Ride. John Lunde, 
Communications, and Alicia Kumro, Website, 
need pictures of events and Sturgis by the 15th 
of the month to be published. 

Charity Ride update was given by Craig 
Martens. Only seven weeks until the event, 
please sell as many raffle tickets as you can. 
Taz will have extra tickets during Sturgis week 
if you need more tickets. Alicia Kumro and 
Chris Lax will be contacting members to work 
the day of the ride. Windy Krepel is looking 
for prizes for the Silent Auction. 

Meeting Adjourned. 



OIL SPOTS 	 Biker Culture 
By Traveler 

HEADS UP. DesignWorks and BMW have developed the Blue Eye pro-
totype helmet with a heads-up display. (wwvv.designworksusa.com ) The 
display is out of focus at 2 inches but focused at infinity which means you 
must look ahead to see the displayed image. Not yet in production, images 
that could be displayed are GPS - generated maps, engine and fuel gages, 
speedometer/tachometer, etc. If it gets any better, we might all be wear-
ing helmets by choice. 

RECALLS. If your bike is listed here, check out www.nhtsa.dot.gov  for 
details. 2003 BWM, F650CS, Recall # 02V140, 02V190, 02V191. 1999- 
2002 Indian, Chief, Scout, Recall # 02V124, 02V144, 02V176, 02V180. 
2002 Kawasaki VN 1500-P1, Recall # 02V123. 2002 Polaris/Victory 
V92C, Recall # 02V122. 2002 Yamaha Road Star Warrior, Recall # 
02V181. Experienced riders will check out the details now. Don't wait for 
factory/dealer notification. 

BWM. The new 1200CL has been released as a "Full Dress" 
luxury tourer. And all the others were not luxurious? 

Too OLD? There is a 102 year old rider, the world's oldest, who 
rides every morning and plans on continuing his tradition for 
another 4 - 5 years. Now that sort of makes Mark Twain's words 
ring true; "Twenty years from now, you will be more disa-
pointed in the things you didn't do than by the things you 
did do. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade 
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover." And...ride. 

You know you're a long - distant rider if: 

Your idea of a perfect girl/boyfriend is one who lives 
1,000 miles away. 

Your proctologist names his new yacht after you. 

You change your oil every Monday. 

You can talk your way out of a ticket in more than two 
languages. 

Your local club won't let you be the Activities Director. 

Sunrise means you're nearing the end of a day's ride. 

You know that www.ironbutt.com  is not a porn site. 

Ever wonder...  

Some people are like slinkies...not really good for 
anything but tun to watch stumble down the stairs? 

If you're feeling blue, try breathing again? 

If politics is the second oldest profession, it sure bears a 
resemblance to the the first. 

TINTED WINDSCREENS. In a word...don't. In preparation for 
our Spokane, Sturgis, Colorado, Chicago ride in August, I built a You're too old to ride if...  
customized windscreen for my riding height. A $43.00 piece of 
lightly - smoked plexiglas sounded like a good way to start. The 	Your refrigerator has more food than beer. 
windscreen turned out OK but, visibility was greatly reduced. It 
was noticeably reduced in bright daylight and greatly reduced 	6:00 am is when you get up, not when you get home. 
my ability to see the road surface at dusk or in the rain. At night, 
forget it. Stick with clear. 	 Dinner and a movie is the whole date, not the start of it 

TOP CATS FALL CHARITY RIDE. September 29, 2002. Country 	You hear your favorite song on the elevator. 
Lakes Resort, Round Lake, IL. Registration 8:am, last bike out, 
10:30 am. September 29,2002. Country Lakes Resor4 Round Lak 	You go to Walgreens for ibuprofen instead of condoms. 
IL Registration 8:am, last bike ou4 10:30 aM.SEPTEMBER 29. 2002.  
COUNTRY LAKES RESORT. ROUND LAKE. IL. REGISTRATION 	Your bike insurance goes down and your bike payments 
8:AM. LAST BIKE OUT. 10:30 AM.  There will be plenty of oppor- 	go up. 
tunities to help. No one will go unemployed this day and there 
will still be ample time to ride the course. See you there. 	 You're the one calling the cops because of the loud 

noise next door. 
CLUB ELECTIONS. Don't forget, we'll vote on a new president, 
VP, secretary, treasurer, and one director. Nominations must be 
to the Nominating Committee (George Lax, Roberta Arsenault, 
Ken Glassman) by Nov 5 and we'll vote on Dec 3.. 

You take 2 minutes to get off of your bike after a 250 
mile ride. 

Your tourpak and saddlebags are always full. 

You look forward to returning home after a great ride... 



INVOICE 
TOP CATS' MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL - 2003 

Please complete the lines below with your updated information. Return this invoice along with 
your payment before  December 1, 2002. Thank you. 

NAME: (Please Print) 

ADDRESS: 

HOME PHONE: 	 BUSINESS PHONE: 

     

CELL PHONE: 	 E-MAIL: 

  

     

MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION 

FAMILY (2 Regular Memberships) 	 $130.00 

FAMILY (1 Regular & 1 Associate Membership) $115.00 

REGULAR 	$75.00 

ASSOCIATE $60.00 

SHIRT SIZE: (Please Circle) 	 XL 	XXL 	XXXL 

Please make your check payable to: Top Cats — Illinois 

Return to: Top Cats —Illinois 
Post Office Box 1201 
Barrington, Illinois 60011-1201 
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,Nkt 
550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new, and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

•SALES 

•SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15

